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1.    Introduction 
 
This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report outlines how RES (the Applicant) has engaged with the 
local community to inform them about the proposed Corshellach Energy Storage Project, hereinafter 
referred to as the ‘Proposed Development’.  
 
It explains how and when the community was consulted before the planning application was submitted to 
Moray Council (hereinafter referred to as LPA) and how this consultation has shaped the Proposed 
Development. 
 
The PAC Report summarises those activities undertaken, details how comments received from the 
community were considered and sets out if any consequent changes or mitigating measures have been 
included in the proposal. 
 

1.1    Proposed Development 
 
The development consists of a 49.9MW Battery Energy Storage System located near Dunphail, south of 
Forres, Moray. The nearest postcode is IV36 2QH. The coordinates for the approximate centre of site are 
E: 304159, N: 846982. 
 

2.    The Applicant’s Commitment to Consultation 
 
The Applicant is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company, working across 24 countries 
and active in wind, solar, energy storage, biomass, hydro, green hydrogen, transmission and distribution. 
As an industry innovator for over 40 years, RES has delivered more than 26GW of renewable energy projects 
across the globe and supports an operational asset portfolio exceeding 41GW worldwide for a large client 
base. 
 
The Applicant is committed to finding effective and appropriate ways of consulting with all its stakeholders, 
including local residents and community organisations, and believes that the views of local people are an 
integral part of the development process. The Applicant wants to be good neighbours to the communities 
that host its projects and will listen to and address questions or concerns that interested parties might 
have. A comprehensive process that engages with local people and stakeholders at an early stage allows 
an informed debate that helps the Applicant identify issues of potential concern, explore solutions and 
design a project that will be welcomed as a positive asset by the local community. 
 

3.    Statutory Requirements and Best Practice Guidance 
 
The requirement for pre-application consultation is set out in Part 2 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013, (as amended by the Town and 
Country Planning (Pre-Application Consultation) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2021) and sections 
35A & B of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended by the Planning Etc. (Scotland) 
Act 2006. 
 
The legislation requires developers to submit a ‘Proposal of Application Notice (PAN)’ 12 weeks before 
submitting a formal planning application for ‘Major’ applications. The PAN explains how the Applicant will 
engage with the local community and sets out a timetable for the engagement. Once a planning authority 
receives a PAN, they have 21 days to consider the proposal and the decision is then effective for a period 
of 12 months from its date of issue.  
 
The Applicant originally submitted a PAN to the LPA on 6th February 2023.  The submitted information 
included details of the site location, the type of consultation methods that would be undertaken, with 
whom and within what distance from the site.  
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4.    Consultation Methodology 
 
The purpose of pre-application community consultation is to improve, where possible, the quality of the 
proposed planning application by considering public opinions and addressing, wherever possible, any 
issues raised by stakeholders.  It is also intended that any interested stakeholders have access to up-to-
date and accurate information regarding the Proposed Development and the opportunity to provide 
feedback to be considered prior to the proposed planning application being finalised and submitted. 
 

4.1 Community and Stakeholder Mapping 
 
This section details the key local stakeholders the Applicant identified and engaged with during the pre-
application public consultation process. Prior to the start of the consultation, the Applicant undertook 
detailed desktop research to develop a comprehensive understanding of the key stakeholders to engage 
with during pre-application public consultation. This research involved identifying local stakeholders 
located around the site of the Proposed Development. 
 
The stakeholder groups identified included: 
 
• Finderne Community Council 

 
• Elected representatives for Forres ward of the LPA 

 
• Residential properties within a 2km radius of the Proposed Development 
 

4.2 Consultation 
 
As set out in section 3, the formal consultation began on 6th February 2023 when the PAN was issued to the 
LPA. A combination of the following methods was used to inform stakeholders (listed in section 4.1) about 
the Proposed Development, and subsequently to ascertain their views. An updated PAN was submitted to 
the LPA on 4th April 2023 advising that the date of the second consultation event had changed. 

4.2.1 Email to Elected Representatives – 6th February 2023 
 

The Applicant sent an email to all elected representatives for Forres ward of the LPA and Finderne 
Community Council to advise them that the Applicant was investigating the potential for an energy storage 
development at the site location and would commence a number of consultation activities shortly 
including newsletter distribution, a dedicated project website and public exhibitions.  The letter also 
invited these representatives to contact the Applicant if they wished to arrange a meeting to discuss the 
proposal.  A copy of the PAN was enclosed with each letter.  A copy of the letter can be found at Appendix 
A. 

4.2.2   Project Website – 10th February 2023 
 
On 10th February 2023, a project website was launched at www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk/ 
containing information on the Proposed Development as well as contact details for the Applicant to 
facilitate direct engagement.   
 
The project website remains live and will be updated when the planning submission is made, to include 
links to all planning application documentation. 
  

http://www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk/
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4.2.3 Community Pre-Exhibition Mailing – 10th February 2023 
 
On 10th February 2023, the Applicant sent a newsletter, advertising the upcoming public exhibition, to 34 
properties identified within 2km of the Proposed Development.  A copy of the newsletter can be found at 
Appendix B. 
 

4.2.4 Pre-Exhibition Advertising – 15th February 2023 
 
The Applicant placed an advertisement which appeared in the Forres Gazette on 15th February 2023 to help 
raise awareness of the upcoming exhibition. A copy of the advertisement can be found at Appendix C. 

4.2.5 Email to Elected Representatives – 22nd February 2023 
 
The Applicant sent an email to all elected representatives for Forres ward of the LPA and Finderne 
Community Council enclosing the newsletter regarding the upcoming public exhibition.  A copy of the 
newsletter can be found at Appendix B.  

4.2.6 Public Exhibition – 23rd February 2023 
 
The public exhibition took place between 3pm and 7.30pm on 23rd February 2023 at the Edinkillie 
Community Hall, Dunphail, Forres, IV36 2QW. Approximately 25 people attended the public exhibition.  A 
copy of the exhibition boards presented at the public exhibition can be found at Appendix D.   
 
All of the information provided on the exhibition boards at the public exhibition was also published on the 
project website at www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk from 23rd February 2023.   
 
For people without internet access, hard copies of the exhibition material were available upon request.  
No requests for hard copies were received.  
  
A comment form was provided as part of the public exhibition and online, to encourage feedback from 
attendees about renewable energy in general and the project design specifically. The comment form was 
made available as a hard copy at the exhibition or as a downloadable version on the project website.  A 
copy of the comment form can be found at Appendix E.  
 
Thirteen completed comment forms were received by the Applicant.  Below is a summary of the answers 
received to the questions on the comment form. 
 
At all stages of the consultation process the Applicant set out clearly the purpose of the consultation and 
emphasised that comments made were not representations to the determining authority (the LPA) and that 
there would be the opportunity for representations to be made to the determining authority once the 
planning application was submitted.  
 
  

http://www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk/
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4.2.7  Summary of responses to questions on submitted comment forms 
 
 

Q1.1  How did you find out about our public 
 exhibition? 

Q1.2       Before visiting the exhibition how 
 would you describe your knowledge of 
 the proposed Corshellach Energy 
 Storage System? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Q1.3 Having visited the exhibition, to what 
 extent do you feel you have increased 
 your understanding about the proposed 
 Corshellach Energy Storage System? 

Q2.1      What do you think about the proposed 
 preliminary design layout of 
 Corshellach Energy Storage System? 
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Q3.1 Do you agree that we are facing a global 
climate change emergency? 

 

Q3.2 Do you agree that generating 
 electricity from renewable sources, 
 and reducing our reliance on fossil 
 fuels, can help towards tackling the 
 issue of climate change? 

 

 

 

 

  
Q3.3 Do you agree that generating 
 electricity from renewable sources will 
 provide greater energy independence 
 and security for the UK? 

Q3.4 Do you agree that we need to develop 
 energy storage projects to create a 
 more stable and secure electricity 
 system, supporting the rollout of zero 
 carbon energy? 

 

 

 

 

4.2.8 Stakeholder Update – 4th April 2023 
 
On 4th April 2023, the Applicant sent an email to all elected representatives for Forres ward of the LPA and 
Finderne Community Council to advise them that the second consultation event would now be held during 
week commencing 8th May 2023.  A copy of the updated PAN was attached to the email. 

4.2.9 Community Pre-Exhibition Mailing – 2nd May 2023 
 
On 2nd May 2023, the Applicant sent a newsletter, advertising the upcoming second public exhibition, to 41 
properties including those identified within 2km of the Proposed Development plus visitors to the first 
consultation event who had asked to be kept updated on the Proposed Development.  A copy of the 
newsletter can be found at Appendix F. 
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4.2.10 Pre-Exhibition Advertising – 3rd May 2023 
 
The Applicant placed an advertisement which appeared in the Forres Gazette on 3rd May 2023 to help raise 
awareness of the upcoming second public exhibition. A copy of the advertisement can be found at 
Appendix G. 

4.2.11 Email to Elected Representatives – 2nd May 2023 
 
The Applicant sent an email on 3rd May 2023 to all elected representatives for Forres ward of the LPA and 
Finderne Community Council enclosing the newsletter regarding the upcoming second public exhibition.  
A copy of the newsletter can be found at Appendix F. 

4.2.12  Public Exhibition – 11th May 2023 
 
The second public exhibition took place between 3pm and 7.30pm on 11th May 2023 at the Edinkillie 
Community Hall, Dunphail, Forres, IV36 2QW.  Approximately 6 people attended the public exhibition.   
 
A copy of the exhibition boards presented at the public exhibition can be found at Appendix H along with 
a Report on Feedback which refers to the written feedback received from the February 2023 exhibition and 
how the Applicant has responded to it.   
 
All of the information provided on the exhibition boards at the public exhibition was also published on the 
project website at www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk from 11th May 2023.   
 
For people without internet access, hard copies of the exhibition material were available upon request.  
No requests for hard copies were received.  
  
A comment form was provided as part of the public exhibition and online, to encourage feedback from 
attendees about renewable energy in general and the project design specifically.  The comment form was 
made available as a hard copy at the exhibition or as a downloadable version on the project website.  A 
copy of the comment form can be found at Appendix I.  
 
Two completed comment forms were received by the Applicant.  Below is a summary of the answers 
received to the questions on the comment form. 
 
At all stages of the consultation process the Applicant set out clearly the purpose of the consultation and 
emphasised that comments made were not representations to the determining authority (the LPA) and that 
there would be the opportunity for representations to be made to the determining authority once the 
planning application was submitted.  

 
 

  

http://www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk/
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4.2.13  Summary of responses to questions on submitted comment forms 
 

Q1.1  How did you find out about our 
 public exhibition? 

Q1.2 Before visiting the exhibition how would 
 you describe your knowledge of the 
 proposed Corshellach Energy Storage 
 System? 

 

   

  
Q1.3 Having visited the exhibition, to what 

extent do you feel you have increased 
your understanding about the proposed 
Corshellach Energy Storage System? 

Q2.1      What do you think about the updated design 
layout of Corshellach Energy Storage      
System? 

 

 
  

  
Q3.1 Do you agree that we are facing a 
 global climate change emergency? 
 

Q3.2 Do you agree that generating electricity 
 from renewable sources, and reducing our 
 reliance on fossil fuels, can help towards 
 tackling the issue of climate change? 
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Q3.3 Do you agree that generating 
 electricity from renewable 
 sources will provide greater 
 energy independence and 
 security for Scotland? 

Q3.4 Do you agree that we need to develop 
 energy storage projects to create a more 
 stable and secure electricity system, 
 supporting the rollout of zero carbon 
 energy? 

  
 

4.3 Summary of Consultation 
 
In summary, a range of engagement and communication activity was undertaken as part of the pre-
application community consultation - reaching both nearest neighbours to the site as well as audiences in 
the wider area. This activity included: 
 
• Letters to Elected Representatives; 

 
• Advertisements for the public exhibitions in the local press; 
 
• Two newsletters informing local residents about the public consultations; 
 
• Two public exhibitions; and 

 
• Project website. 

 
All feedback received during the pre-application community consultation, through all consultation 
activities, has been considered by the Applicant throughout the design iteration and pre-planning stages 
of the Proposed Development. A summary of feedback, issues and concerns raised, together with the 
Applicant’s response to each can be found in section 5. 
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5.    Feedback and Applicant’s Response  
 
The Applicant believes in meaningful and effective consultation, to facilitate constructive dialogue with 
stakeholders and the community.  All feedback received through the pre-application consultation 
activities is considered, as part of the iterative design process.  A summary of the feedback received, and 
the Applicant’s response is below. 
 

Sample of Comments Received 
 

Applicant’s Response to Issue/Concern 

Need for the Development 
 
“Important development to secure energy 
supply” 

Our energy system is in a transitionary period.  
 
Ageing infrastructure is being replaced and greater 
flexibility introduced into our networks via technological 
advances, such as energy storage, to manage the 
increasingly complex supply and demand needs of the 
21st Century.  
 
Energy storage is crucial in enabling the rollout of zero 
carbon energy and supporting the UK’s net-zero 
emissions target. Renewable energy technologies are 
needed to replace electricity generation from fossil 
fuels, however, they can generate electricity 
intermittently depending on weather conditions, which 
can cause imbalances in the electricity network.  
 
Energy storage works by storing energy at times when 
generation exceeds demand and then releases 
electricity back to the electricity network when demand 
exceeds generation.  
 
Energy storage is also considered the fastest 
technology for responding to a sudden spike in demand 
or an abrupt loss of supply. 
 

Fire Risk 
 
“What fire protection will exist, considering 
the dangers of li-on batteries of all sizes and 
especially when a site like this is placed in a 
rural area with a surrounding high fuel load 
(i.e. flora) that has already been subject to 
serious wild fires in recent years?” 
 
“Regarding fire precautions, adjacent 
undergrowth of heather, broom and gorse 
should be removed” 

The proposed battery technology for the Proposed 
Development is anticipated to be lithium iron 
phosphate (LFP). LFP has better stability against 
thermal runaway at higher temperatures compared to 
some other battery chemistries.  
 
Batteries will be specified to be tested and certified to 
UL 9540A, demonstrating resistance to thermal 
runaway. Successful testing in accordance with the 
current edition of U950A will show that, at a unit level 
following deliberate initiation of thermal runaway: 
 

• No flaming outside the initiating battery rack 
observed. 

• Surface temperatures of modules within the 
target battery rack adjacent to the initiating 
battery rack do not exceed the temperature at 
which thermally initiated cell venting occurs. 

• Wall surface temperature rise does not exceed 
a specified temperature above ambient. 

• Explosion hazards are not observed during the 
test.  
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A number of mitigation measures will also be 
implemented to further reduce risk from fire. These 
include: 
 

• Equipment spacing 
• Protection systems 
• Access to battery enclosure 
• Location of Proposed Development 
• Access for emergency services. 

 
A Fire Risk Statement accompanies the planning 
application. 
 

Recycling 
 
“I would like to know what plans are 
envisaged for disposal and/or recycling of 
the materials to be deployed in the scheme 
at the end of their operating life”  
 

The Proposed Development would use proven Lithium 
iron phosphate battery technology which has already 
been deployed on multiple storage projects across the 
UK and in a wide range of other uses including electric 
vehicles to smartphones.  
 
To support sustainable energy storage, the industry is 
working hard to establish a circular economy for 
industrial batteries.  It is now widely accepted that 
lithium cannot remain a ‘throwaway’ material; it must 
be a circular material, recycled and reused indefinitely.  
There are current directives to ensure battery producers 
are responsible for minimising harmful effects of waste 
batteries on the environment and they must accept 
batteries for recycling and disposal at the end of life.   
 
Recovered materials can be used to make new batteries 
from recycled batteries, reducing manufacturing costs, 
the quantity of materials sent to landfill and our reliance 
on mining.  As the battery markets grows, there is an 
increasing number of techniques available for 
recycling. 
 

Visual Impact 
 
“Screening of structures are a good idea, 
hopefully to the benefit of the local houses” 
 
“Ensure the site is well screened visually” 

The site of the Proposed Development is outside of any 
local or national landscape designations and is located 
a good distance from residential properties. 
 
Given the relatively low heights of the proposed 
development, potential visibility will be largely limited 
by the existing woodland and vegetation.  
 
A Landscape and Visual Assessment (LVA) provides 
an assessment of the potential effects of the Proposed 
Development on the existing landscape and visual 
amenity of the site and the surrounding area and 
accompanies the planning application. A detailed 
landscape proposal is included in the LVA with 
measures which include: 
 

• Retention and management of the existing 
native gorse scrub and heathland around the 
compound as far as practicable. 
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• This includes translocation of the upland 
heathland to other areas of the site, 
maintaining the ecological value of this habitat. 

• Proposed grassland seed mixes to the 
proposed infiltration/attenuation pond.  

 
Any potential cumulative visual impact with the 
neighbouring energy storage proposal has been 
considered as part of the Proposed Development’s 
planning application. 
 

Flood Risk 
 
“Ensure the run-off pond is adequate to 
catch drainage” 

The site is not located within a flood risk zone. The 
nearest watercourse is the Stripe of Corshellach to the 
south, which, according to the SEPA flood risk map 
shows a 0.5-10% chance of annual river flooding, 
though the area affected is localised to the watercourse 
itself.  
 
Aside from this, there are localised areas of surface 
water flooding within the area, though none of these 
occur within the site boundary.  
 
A Flood Risk Statement and Drainage Impact 
Assessment accompanies the planning application 
and incorporates sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) 
best practise principles, to ensure no significant 
impacts are created by the Proposed Development.  
 
Drainage measures are also incorporated into the 
construction phase to ensure that the rate of run-off 
during construction will not increase the flood risk 
beyond the site boundary.  
 
These measures will also include methods to prevent 
any suspended sediment entering the watercourse 
mentioned above. Once completed, the Proposed 
Development will increase the impermeable area 
slightly due to the hardstanding area of the battery 
compound. A surface water attenuation pond and 
drainage scheme is therefore incorporated into the final 
development design.  
 
With mitigation measures in place, significant impacts 
associated with flood risk and surface water are not 
anticipated. 
 

Miscellaneous 
 
“What wind farms will feed into the site?” 
 
“Who will assess and determine the 
radiological impact of the site?” 

Like most energy storage systems of this size, the 
Proposed Development would not be directly linked 
to an electricity generating station. The Proposed 
Development would be connected directly to the 
wider grid network and the frequency and timing of 
when the system charges and discharges is therefore 
dictated by the status of the grid network. The 
energy storage system will be utilised by National 
Grid to balance peaks and troughs in energy demand 
and generation. 



Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report  Corshellach Energy Storage Project 

Page 14 of 15 

 

 
Energy storage systems like the Proposed Development 
do not have any components that emit ionising 
radiation. Our equipment is complaint with 
Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC) Directive, 
2014/30/EU.  

 

6.    Summary 
 
This PAC report sets out the consultation in respect of a full planning application for the Proposed 
Development near Forres.  

The PAC report confirms that all necessary statutory pre-application consultation has been undertaken 
and shows that the Applicant engaged early with the local community to encourage a constructive 
consultation process.  

Analysis of the comment forms from the first public exhibition has shown that 92% of respondents were 
happy with or were neutral towards the proposed layout. Analysis of the comment forms from the second 
public exhibition has shown that 100% of respondents were happy with or were neutral towards the 
updated layout.   

The Applicant is committed to continuing the open dialogue it has established with the local community 
during pre-application public consultation as the application process continues, as outlined within this 
PAC Report. 

The Proposed Development’s website will be updated regularly to enable people to keep up to date with 
the latest news about the Proposed Development as it progresses. Once the planning application has been 
validated by the LPA, the Applicant will write to stakeholders and members of the community who have 
asked to be kept updated on the Proposed Development, to provide them with the planning reference 
number and contact details for the LPA’s Planning Department, should they wish to submit a formal 
representation. 
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Appendix H. Second public exhibition boards and Report on Feedback 
 
Appendix I. Second public exhibition comment form  
 
 



 

 

 

 
 ©RES is a registered trademark | Company Number 1589961 | info@res-group.com | www.res-group.com  

Cllr. Scott Lawrence 

c/o Members Support 

Council Offices 

High Street 

Elgin 

IV30 1BX 

 

6th February 2023 

 

Dear Cllr. Lawrence 

 

RE: Corshellach Energy Storage Proposal 

 

I am writing to advise that RES is exploring the potential for an energy storage project on land to 
the west of Berryburn electrical substation (nearest postcode: IV36 2QH) - please see enclosed plan.  
   
RES is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company and has been operating from 
offices in Glasgow since 1993, employing around 120 local people.  At the forefront of the 
renewables industry for 40 years, RES has delivered more than 21GW of renewable energy projects 
across the globe including the development, construction and asset management of Scotland’s first 
utility-scale battery storage facility, the 20MW Broxburn Energy Storage facility in Broxburn, West 
Lothian. 
 
Energy storage helps support National Grid by storing energy at times when generation exceeds 
demand and releasing electricity back to the national grid network when demand exceeds 
generation, thus creating a more stable and secure electricity system. Increasing the installed 
capacity of energy storage is essential to enabling and accelerating the rollout of zero carbon 
energy to support the UK’s net-zero emissions target. 
 
At this early stage of the project we have submitted a Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) to 
Moray Council.  We are also undertaking a number of technical and environmental surveys to ensure 
that any potential impact from the development is appropriately assessed and mitigated. These 
detailed studies are due to be completed in the coming months ahead of preparing a planning 
application for submission later this year. A copy of the PAN is enclosed. 
 
RES is committed to engaging early with the local community and key stakeholders to facilitate 
constructive consultation.  Once we have received feedback on the PAN, we will begin a number of 
consultation activities, including setting up a dedicated project website and holding public 
exhibitions in order to gather people’s feedback on the proposal. 
 
We would welcome the opportunity to arrange a video or telephone call with you, should you wish 
to discuss the project further or ask any questions.  We will also write to you again shortly with 
further details of the public exhibition events.  

Yours sincerely, 

Jenna Folkard 

Senior Development Project Manager 

E: jenna.folkard@res-group.com   M: +44 7823 340304 

 

Renewable Energy Systems Ltd 

Third Floor, STV, Pacific Quay, 

Glasgow, G51 1PQ 

+44 (0)141 4045 500| info@res-group.com 

mailto:jenna.folkard@res-group.com
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PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE 
NOTICE UNDER SECTION 35(B) OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 

PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 

 
1 Applicant Contact Details 

Name                                    Jenna Folkard (of Renewable Energy Systems Limited) 

Address                                 Beaufort Court, Egg Farm Lane, Kings Langley,  

Post Code                             WD4 8LR          

Telephone Number               07823340304 

Email Address                       jenna.folkard@res-group.com 

 

2 Agent Contact Details (if applicable) 

Name                                      N/A 

Address 

 

Post Code 

Telephone Number 

Email Address 

 

3 Site Address of Proposed Development 
 

‘Corshellach Energy Storage Facility’, Land to the west of Berryburn Substation, Moray, Scotland 

Post Code (if applicable):   IV36 2QH 
 

4 Description of Proposed Development (please provide a general description of 
your proposal, including the nature and scale of the development and gross floor 
space of buildings where proposed, continue on a separate sheet if required) 

 

Installation of an energy storage facility. The development includes the siting of battery enclosures, power 
conversion units and transformers, a substation, hard-standing area, fencing, vehicular access, grid 
connection and ancillary works. 
 

For Official Use only 

Ref No 

Date Recd 



5 Is the proposed development a 'national' or 'major' development (as defined 
by the Town and Country (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 
2009? 

 

National  Major ✓ 

6 The following details of the proposed development should be submitted 
to enable an assessment to be made: 
• Location Plan, e.g. Ordnance Survey based scale plan 1:2500 (or 

smaller) showing the outline of the site (this is the extent of and to which 
the development proposed relates) 

• Site Plan, e.g. Ordnance Survey based scale plan 1:500 (or smaller) 
showing an indicative layout, if available 

• Any supporting documents or plans 
 

7 Please give an account of what consultation the applicant proposes to 
undertake, when such consultation is to take place, with whom and in 
what form (continue on a separate sheet if required) 

 

Project information letters, with contact details, will be distributed to stakeholders and the local 
community, including Finderne Community Council and councillors for the Forres ward, Moray Council.  
A dedicated project website will be launched and will be updated and remain live throughout the 
project’s development.  The first of two public consultation events will be held at Edinkillie Community 
Hall, Dunphail on Thursday 23rd February 2023, between 3pm and 7.30pm, to enable people to find out 
more about the project.  RES staff will be on hand to answer any questions and comment forms will be 
available to gather feedback.  All information presented at the public exhibition, including the comment 
form, will also be available on the project website from 23rd February 2023.  The public consultation 
event initiates a consultation period being run by RES to gather comments on the proposal. The closing 
date for comments on the proposed project is Friday 17th March 2023.  The public consultation event 
will be advertised in the Forres Gazette on Wednesday 15th February 2023.   

 
A second consultation event will be held at Edinkillie Community Hall, Dunphail during week 
commencing 17th April 2023 to provide an update on the project and will also provide details of 
feedback received at the first consultation event and how RES has responded to it.  A second project 
information letter will be sent to stakeholders and the local community, including Finderne Community 
Council and councillors for the Forres ward, Moray Council, advertising the second consultation event.  
The second public consultation event will also be advertised in the Forres Gazette on Wednesday 12th 
April 2023.  
 

A complete PAC report will then be submitted to summarise all consultation events, comments and 
details of how this has shaped the proposal, as part of any full planning application. 

 
8 Has a copy of this notice been served on the Community Council 

YES ✓ NO  
If Yes, provide details of the address(es) to which the notice was sent and 
the date sent. 

 
Finderne Community Council (Howard Davenport- findernecc@gmail.com) 

Date:  06/02/2023 
 

Signed             Date:       06/02/2023 
  

 

Print Name      Jenna Folkard 
 

 

mailto:findernecc@gmail.com


Completed forms should be sent to the Development Control Manager, Development 

Services, Environmental Services Department, The Moray Council, Council Office, High 

Street, Elgin, IV30 1BX. 

 
Data Protection Act 1998 — The information on this form may be made available for 
public inspection and may be published on the Council's website. 

 
 
 
 

Application Notice 23rd June 2009 



CORSHELLACH 
ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM

RES is exploring the potential for an energy storage system near Dunphail, south of Forres, Moray. 

Environmental and technical surveys will be completed over the coming months to ensure any impact 
of the development upon the environment, landscape, heritage and local residents is appropriately 
assessed and mitigated and to inform a preliminary layout and design. 

RES is now at the stage of consulting with the local community to get feedback on our early stage 
proposal. The feedback will be taken into account, along with the results of site surveys and 
assessments, as we refine the design.

The public exhibition initiates a consultation period being run by RES to gather comments on the 
proposal. The closing date for comments is Friday 17th March 2023.

Comments will still be accepted after this date but may not be considered in relation to the design 
development. Comments forms will be available at the public exhibition. Comment forms will also be 
available on the website above from the day of the exhibition and can be submitted via post or email 
to carey.green@res-group.com. Hard copies can be sent by post to RES, Third Floor, STV, Pacific Quay, 
Glasgow, G51 1PQ.

Please note that comments submitted to RES at this time are not representations to the determining authority (Moray Council). 
There will be an opportunity to submit representations to the determining authority should an application be made.

FEBRUARY 2023

We are keen to engage with the local community 
and as part of our pre-application consultation 
we are holding a public exhibition in the local 
area to share information on the preliminary 
design and to enable you to provide us with your 
feedback. 

RES staff will be on hand to answer any questions 
or for more information, and comment forms 
will be available to gather feedback.

Public Exhibition

Thursday 23rd February 2023 
3pm to 7:30pm

Edinkillie Community Hall
Dunphail, Forres, IV36 2QW

All information provided at the public exhibition 
will also be available at

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk

from 23rd February 2023.



Renewable energy technologies are needed to replace electricity generation from fossil fuels, however, 
they generate electricity intermittently depending on weather conditions. This causes problems for 
the national grid network which must be finely balanced; electrical demand must match electrical 
generation at all times. If this balance is not achieved, it can lead to blackouts and the failure of grid 
circuits. 

Our electricity system is in a transitionary period to manage these increasingly complex supply and 
demand needs of the 21st Century, and energy storage systems will play a key part by maintaining this 
balance. 

Energy storage helps support National Grid by storing energy at times when generation exceeds 
demand and releasing electricity back to the national grid network when demand exceeds generation. 
Electricity is not physically generated on site. 

RES, Third Floor, STV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 1PQ

If you require information in Braille, large text or audio, please let us know.

Carey Green
Community Relations Manager
    carey.green@res-group.com 
    01872 226 931

Jenna Folkard 
Development Project Manager     
    jenna.folkard@res-group.com

  07823 340 304

Increasing the installed capacity of energy storage is essential to enabling and accelerating the rollout 
of zero carbon energy to support the UK’s net-zero emissions target. 

Broxburn Energy Storage System

RES, a British company, is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company with operations 
across Europe, the Americas and Asia-Pacific. At the forefront of renewable energy development 
for over 40 years, RES has developed and/or built more than 23GW of renewable energy capacity 
worldwide.

Across the UK and Ireland, RES has developed over 400MW of energy storage projects inlcuding the 
development, construction and asset management of Scotland’s first utility scale battery storage 
facility, the 20MW Broxburn Energy Storage facility in Broxburn, West Lothian.

What is an Energy Storage System?

About RES 





 

    CORSHELLACH 
ENERGY STORAGE 

   

About the Project 
   

Site Location 
   

RES is exploring the potential for an energy storage project on land adjacent to the Berryburn 
Electricity Substation, near Dunphail, south of Forres, Moray. The plan below shows the site location. 

 

 

 

Project Overview 
 

The energy storage project is expected to cover a total area of 2 to 3 hectares and have a capacity of 
49.9MW. 
 
The site lies outside of any international, national or local environmental designations and there are 
no nationally important heritage designations in the immediate vicinity. 
 

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 
 



 

    CORSHELLACH 
ENERGY STORAGE 

   

Environmental Considerations 
   

RES will design the energy storage system so that it will fit sensitively in the surrounding landscape. 
 
A number of assessments will be carried out to ensure any potential impact upon the environment, 
landscape, heritage and local residents is appropriately assessed and mitigated. 
 
The assessments to be carried out will include: 
 
➢ Ecology 
➢ Landscape 
➢ Heritage & Archaeology 
➢ Flood Risk & Surface Water Management 
➢ Cumulative Impacts 
➢ Noise & Vibration 

 

 

 

Biodiversity Enhancement 
 

The Corshellach project will be specifically designed to include planting of native trees, hedgerows 
and wildflower grass areas.  These will not only reduce potential visibility of the scheme but also 
help to enhance biodiversity by providing wildlife corridors and vital resources for mammals, birds, 
and insect species.  
 

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 
 

Image for illustrative purposes only 



 

        CORSHELLACH 
ENERGY STORAGE 

   

Have Your Say 
   

We believe in meaningful and effective consultation. 
  
The aims of our consultation process are to: 
 
➢ Engage early with the local community to facilitate a constructive consultation process to help 

 identify and understand concerns.  
➢ Assist the local community in understanding the benefits and potential impacts of the 

 proposed energy storage system. 
➢ Add value and improve the quality of our proposal through meaningful and productive 

 consultation. 
   

 
   

Before we submit a planning application, we will create a Pre-Application Consultation Report (PAC), 
that documents the community engagement process and any steps we have taken to adapt our 
proposal.  
 
At this stage we are inviting the local community to submit comments directly to RES.  If an 
application is submitted there will be the opportunity to submit representations to the determining 
Planning Authority at that time. 
 
We are keen to understand your views on the proposal and the information available at this 
exhibition. 
 
Please take a few minutes to fill out a feedback form with your comments. 
 

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 
 



 

CORSHELLACH 
ENERGY STORAGE 

   

Design Layout and Infrastructure 
   

The plan below shows the preliminary layout for the 49.9MW Corshellach Energy Storage project.  We 
are currently consulting on this layout and as such it is subject to change. 
 

 
   

The proposed system is a containerised scheme, involving proven lithium ion battery technology 
which RES has deployed at multiple projects around the world. 
 
The infrastructure would include: 
➢ Battery enclosures 
➢ Power Conversion Systems and Transformers 
➢ Customer Substation 
➢ Auxiliary Transformer 
➢ Grid Compliance Equipment 
➢ Grid Connection Infrastructure 
➢ Security System 
➢ Drainage Scheme 
➢ Landscaping 

 

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 
 



 

        CORSHELLACH 
ENERGY STORAGE 

   

Why Energy Storage? 
   

Our energy system is in a transitionary period. 
 
Ageing infrastructure is being replaced and greater flexibility introduced into our networks via 
technological advances, such as energy storage, to manage the increasingly complex supply and 
demand needs of the 21st Century. 
 
Energy storage is crucial in enabling the rollout of zero carbon energy and supporting the UK’s net-
zero emissions target. 

   

 
   

Renewable energy technologies are needed to replace electricity generation from fossil fuels, 
however, they can generate electricity intermittently depending on weather conditions, which can 
cause imbalances in the electricity network. 
 
Energy storage works by storing energy at times when generation exceeds demand and then releases 
electricity back to the electricity network when demand exceeds generation. 
 
Electricity is not physically generated on site. 
 

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 
 

Broxburn Energy Storage System, West Lothian © Keith Arkins 



Corshellach Energy Storage System Proposal
Comments Form 

RES believes in meaningful and productive consultation, and we aim to engage early with the local community 
and key stakeholders in order to facilitate constructive consultation. This helps to identify issues and concerns, 
as well as benefits and opportunities, which we can then consider when developing the design of the proposal.

At the Public Exhibition we have presented preliminary design drawings. Feedback from the local community 
on the preliminary design is an important part of our pre-application consultation and we would be grateful 
if you could take the time to fill out this comments form with your feedback. The closing date for comments 
on the preliminary design is 17th March 2023. Comments will still be accepted after this date but may not be 
considered in relation to the design development.

Please note that comments submitted to RES at this time are not representations to the determining 
authority (Moray Council). There will be an opportunity to submit representations to the determining 
authority should an application be made.

1    Coshellach Energy Storage System public exhibition

1.1 How did you find out about our public exhibition?

Newsletter through the door

Advert in local newspaper

Project website – www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk

Word of mouth

Other (please specify)

1.2     Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your knowledge of the proposed Corshellach 
Energy Storage System?

Knew a lot

Knew quite a lot

Knew a little

Knew very little

Knew nothing at all

1.3     Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel you have increased your 
understanding about the proposed Corshellach Energy Storage System?

A lot

Quite a lot

A little

Very little

Nothing at all

http://www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk/


Corshellach Energy Storage System Proposal
Comments Form 

1.4      Do you have any suggestions for ways in which we could have improved our exhibition?

2    Corshellach Energy Storage System Proposal

Your views on the Corshellach Energy Storage System proposal - specifically the preliminary layout of the 
project where people’s comments can have a direct influence – will be considered in relation to the design 
development of the project.

2.1     What do you think about the proposed preliminary design layout of Corshellach Energy Storage 
System?

I am happy with the proposed layout

I am neutral towards the proposed layout

I have concerns about the proposed layout

Further comments:

2.2     Please provide us with any further suggestions or comments regarding the proposed Corshellach 
Energy Storage System



Corshellach Energy Storage System Proposal
Comments Form 

3 Climate change, energy security and renewables

The below section is optional and designed to help us understand people’s thoughts on how renewables can 
help to tackle climate change and improve energy security.

3.1      Do you agree that we are facing a global climate change emergency?

I strongly agree

I agree

I don’t know

I disagree

I strongly disagree

Further comments:

3.2    Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable sources, and reducing our reliance on fossil 
fuels, can help towards tackling the issue of climate change?

      
I strongly agree

I agree

I don’t know

I disagree

I strongly disagree

Further comments:

3.3     Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable sources will provide greater energy 
independence and security for the UK?

I strongly agree

I agree

I don’t know

I disagree

I strongly disagree

Further comments:



Corshellach Energy Storage System Proposal
Comments Form 

3.4     Do you agree that we need to develop energy storage projects to create a more stable and secure 
electricity system, supporting the rollout of zero carbon energy?

I strongly agree

I agree

I don’t know

I disagree

I strongly disagree

Further comments:

4    Your details

Please provide your name and contact details below.

Your contact details will be treated by RES with the strictest of confidence, in line with the General Data 
Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2018. We may at times share your contact details, in confidence, with third 
parties who we employ to help process your comments or update you on the project and by providing your 
details below you consent to this. You may write to RES at any time to ask that your contact details be 
removed from our records and from any third parties we work with.

Name

Email

Address

Telephone Number

If you would like to be kept up to date with the project, please tick this box 

When you have completed the comments form, please send by email to carey.green@res-group.com or by 
post to: Corshellach Energy Storage System Project Team, RES, Third Floor, STV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 
1PQ.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this comments form, your feedback is important to us.

mailto:carey.green@res-group.com


Since our public exhibition in February where we presented our plans for an energy storage system 
near Dunphail, south of Forres, Moray, we have been refining the design in response to feedback 
received and ongoing surveys. 

We welcome feedback on the updated plans and comments forms will be available at the public 
exhibition.  Comment forms will also be available on the website above from the day of the exhibition 
and can be submitted via post or email to carey.green@res-group.com. Hard copies can be sent by post 
to RES, Third Floor, STV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 1PQ. 

The closing date for comments is Friday 26th May 2023.

Comments will still be accepted after this date but may not be considered in relation to the design development.

Please  note  that  comments  submitted  to  RES  at  this  time  are  not  representations  to  the determining authority (Moray 
Council). There will be an opportunity to submit representations to the determining authority should an application be made. 

MAY 2023

On 11th May, we will be holding a 
second public exhibition in the local 
area to present the updated plans for 
the energy storage system.

RES staff will be on hand to 
answer any questions or for more 
information, and comment forms will 
be available to gather feedback. 

Public Exhibition

Thursday 11th May 2023  
3pm to 7:30pm

Edinkillie Community Hall
Dunphail, Forres, IV36 2QW

All information provided at the public exhibition 
will also be available at 

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 

from 11th May 2023.



The Corshellach Energy Storage System would comprise a number of battery storage enclosures 
and associated infrastructure to provide approximately 49.9MW of storage capacity.  Corshellach 
could support National Grid by storing energy at times when generation exceeds demand and 
releasing electricity back to the national grid network when demand exceeds generation.  Electricity 
is not physically generated on site.   

RES, Third Floor, STV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 1PQ
If you require information in Braille, large text or audio, please let us know. 

The findings from these assessments have been used to help develop the design in relation to 
environmental considerations. 

The Corshellach project will also be specifically designed to include planting of native trees, 
hedgerows and wildflower grass areas.  These will not only reduce potential visibility of the 
scheme but also help to enhance biodiversity by providing wildlife corridors and vital resources 
for mammals, birds, and insect species. 

RES, a British company, is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company with 
operations across Europe, the Americas and Asia-Pacific. At the forefront of renewable energy 
development for over 40 years, RES has developed and/or built more than 23GW of renewable 
energy capacity worldwide. 

At the forefront of renewable energy development for 40 years, RES has developed and/or built 
more than 23GW of renewable energy capacity worldwide including the development, construction 
and asset management of Scotland’s first utility-scale battery storage facility, the 20MW Broxburn 
Energy Storage facility in Broxburn, West Lothian. 

Corshellach Energy Storage System at a Glance  

About RES 

Carey Green
Community Relations Manager

 carey.green@res-group.com 
 01872 226 931

Jenna Folkard 
Development Project Manager

 jenna.folkard@res-group.com
 07823 340 304

 » Ecology 
 » Landscape & Visual 
 » Transport 

 » Noise 
 » Flood Risk  
 » Archaeology & Heritage Assessment

Environmental surveys and technical studies have been undertaken over 
the last few months including: 





 

    CORSHELLACH 
ENERGY STORAGE 

   

About the Project 
   

Site Location 
   

RES is exploring the potential for an energy storage project on land adjacent to the Berryburn 
Electricity Substation, near Dunphail, south of Forres, Moray. The plan below shows the site location. 

 

 

 

Project Overview 
 

The energy storage project is expected to cover a total area of 2 to 3 hectares and have a capacity of 
49.9MW. 
 
The site lies outside of any international, national or local environmental designations and there are 
no nationally important heritage designations in the immediate vicinity. 
 

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 
 



 

    CORSHELLACH 
ENERGY STORAGE 

   

Environmental Considerations 
   

RES are designing the energy storage system so that it will fit sensitively in the surrounding 
landscape. 
 
A number of surveys and assessments have been carried out to ensure any potential impact upon the 
environment, landscape, heritage and local residents is appropriately assessed and mitigated. 
 
The assessments carried out include: 
 
➢ Ecology 
➢ Landscape 
➢ Heritage & Archaeology 
➢ Flood Risk & Surface Water Management 
➢ Cumulative Impacts 
➢ Noise & Vibration 
➢ Transport 

 
The surveys and assessments will accompany the planning application which we hope to submit later 
this year. 

 

 

 

Biodiversity Enhancement 
 

The Corshellach project will be specifically designed to include planting of native trees, hedgerows 
and wildflower grass areas.  These will not only reduce potential visibility of the scheme but also 
help to enhance biodiversity by providing wildlife corridors and vital resources for mammals, birds, 
and insect species.  
 
A Landscape Masterplan will also accompany the planning application which sets out measures to 
protect existing vegetation, proposed species and specifications for new vegetation, and any 
standards to be adhered to. In addition, the Landscape Masterplan will provide information on the 
timings and aftercare regime for all planting.  
 

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 
 

Image for illustrative purposes only 



 

        CORSHELLACH 
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Have Your Say 
   

We believe in meaningful and effective consultation. 
  
The aims of our consultation process are to: 
 
➢ Engage early with the local community to facilitate a constructive consultation process to help 

 identify and understand concerns.  
➢ Assist the local community in understanding the benefits and potential impacts of the 

 proposed energy storage system. 
➢ Add value and improve the quality of our proposal through meaningful and productive 

 consultation. 
   

 
   

Before we submit a planning application, we will create a Pre-Application Consultation Report (PAC), 
that documents the community engagement process and any steps we have taken to adapt our 
proposal.  
 
At this stage we are inviting the local community to submit comments directly to RES.  If an 
application is submitted there will be the opportunity to submit representations to the determining 
Planning Authority at that time. 
 
We are keen to understand your views on the proposal and the information available at this 
exhibition. 
 
Please take a few minutes to fill out a feedback form with your comments. 
 

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 
 



 

CORSHELLACH 
ENERGY STORAGE 

   

Design Layout and Infrastructure 
   

The plan below shows the current layout for the 49.9MW Corshellach Energy Storage project.  Final 
surveys are still underway and as such the layout is still subject to change. 
 

 
   

The proposed system is a containerised scheme, involving proven lithium ion battery technology 
which RES has deployed at multiple projects around the world. 
 
The infrastructure would include: 
➢ Battery enclosures 
➢ Power Conversion Systems and Transformers 
➢ Customer Substation 
➢ Auxiliary Transformer 
➢ Grid Compliance Equipment 
➢ Grid Connection Infrastructure 
➢ Security System 
➢ Drainage Scheme 
➢ Landscaping 

 

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 
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Traffic and Access 
   

We are proposing that all delivery traffic will access the site via the existing access through the 
Altyre estate, which runs north-south from the A940. 
 
This route avoiding the narrow Divie Viaduct to the west and has previously been approved for use for 
windfarm construction. 
 
The plan below shows the proposed transport route. 

   

 
   

Throughout the construction phase there will be a combination of HGVs (for the component and 
material deliveries) and cars/vans (for construction staff), on site. Typically, there is peak HGV 
movements during the first few weeks of construction whilst car/van movements are expected to be 
constant throughout.  
 
A Transport Statement will accompany the planning application which will outline the overall 
framework for managing the safe movement of construction and delivery traffic as well as itemising 
the expected number of traffic movements and timing restrictions. 

   

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 
 



 

        CORSHELLACH 
ENERGY STORAGE 

   

Why Energy Storage? 
   

Our energy system is in a transitionary period. 
 
Ageing infrastructure is being replaced and greater flexibility introduced into our networks via 
technological advances, such as energy storage, to manage the increasingly complex supply and 
demand needs of the 21st Century. 
 
Energy storage is crucial in enabling the rollout of zero carbon energy and supporting the UK’s net-
zero emissions target. 

   

 
   

Renewable energy technologies are needed to replace electricity generation from fossil fuels, 
however, they can generate electricity intermittently depending on weather conditions, which can 
cause imbalances in the electricity network. 
 
Energy storage works by storing energy at times when generation exceeds demand and then releases 
electricity back to the electricity network when demand exceeds generation. 
 
Electricity is not physically generated on site. 
 
To support sustainable energy storage, the industry is working hard to establish a circular economy 
for industrial batteries.  It is now widely accepted that lithium cannot remain a ‘throwaway’ 
material; it must be a circular material, recycled and reused indefinitely.  There are current 
directives to ensure battery producers are responsible for minimising harmful effects of waste 
batteries on the environment and they must accept batteries for recycling and disposal at the end of 
life.   
 
Recovered materials can be used to make new batteries from recycled batteries, reducing 
manufacturing costs, the quantity of materials sent to landfill and our reliance on mining.  As the 
battery markets grows, we are already seeing the number of techniques available for recycling 
increase. 
 

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 
 

Broxburn Energy Storage System, West Lothian © Keith Arkins 



 

CORSHELLACH  

ENERGY STORAGE 

  
RES has considerable experience in developing energy storage projects throughout the UK and believes in the 
importance of community consultation to identify issues and concerns, as well as benefits and opportunities, 
which can be considered when developing and designing a project. 
 
We encourage early involvement with the community and invite feedback on the proposal, at a time when it can 
inform the project design. 
 
At our public consultation event in February 2023, we asked visitors to complete a comments form regarding the 
proposed Corshellach Energy Storage project.  This information sheet summarises the feedback we received and 
how we have responded to it. 
 
 

 

NEED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT  
  
Comment(s) received: 
 
“Important development to secure energy supply” 
 
RES response: 
 
Energy storage will be a key part in managing the 
increasingly complex supply and demand needs of 
the 21st Century.    
 
Enabling and accelerating the rollout of 
renewable energy is needed to support the UK’s 
energy security and net-zero emissions target, 
however, they generate electricity intermittently 
depending on weather conditions. This causes 
problems for the national grid network which 
must be finely balanced; electrical demand must 
match electrical generation at all times. If this 
balance is not achieved, it can lead to blackouts 
and the failure of grid circuits.  Energy storage 
helps National Grid to achieve this balance by storing energy at times when generation exceeds demand and 
releasing electricity back to the grid network when demand exceeds generation. 
 
GRID CONNECTION  
  
Comment(s) received: 
 
“What wind farms will feed into the site, and through what transmission means i.e. over or under ground 
connections?” 
 
RES response: 
 
The proposed Corshellach Energy Storage project is a standalone system, which means it is directly connected to 
the grid network rather than to a specific generation source, such as the adjacent wind farms.  
 
The system would store energy taken directly from the grid network which consists of a national mix of 
generation sources. However, given the proximity of multiple windfarms, it is logical that the mix will be 
predominantly wind.  
 
The system will be connected via underground cables to Berryburn substation. 



HEALTH AND SAFETY  
  
Comment(s) received: 
 
“Who will assess and determine the radiological impact of the site” 
 
“What fire protection will exist, considering the dangers of l-on batteries of all sizes and especially when a site 
like this is placed in a rural area with a surrounding high fuel load (i.e. flora) that has already been subject to 
serious wild fires in recent years?” 
 
“Regarding fire precautions, adjacent undergrowth of heather, broom and gorse should be removed” 
 
RES response: 
 
RES has commissioned a large number of environmental and technical 
surveys, utilising external experts where required. The results of all 
surveys will be included in the formal planning submission.  
 
The proposed development would use Lithium-ion battery technology 
which has already been deployed on multiple storage projects across 
the UK and in a wide range of other uses including electric vehicles to 
smartphones. There are significant mitigation measures in place to 
reduce any potential fire risk considerably. These include: 
 

• Battery technology must pass an industry test standard which 
ensures there is no likelihood of explosion, fire would be 
contained within the affected battery rack and wall surfaces around the affected battery rack would not 
reach temperatures 60 degrees above existing temperature. 

• Battery systems must also comply with a European Standard (IEC 62485-5:2020) containing tests to ensure 
no external fires are allowed outside of the affected battery rack. 

• Fire suppression systems are fitted on each battery container. 

• 24/7 monitoring undertaken from an offsite control centre. 

• Battery enclosures will have a fire rating of a minimum of 90 minutes. 

• Any battery failures are repaired offsite with a new sealed module to replace the faulty module 

• A fire management response plan will be prepared in conjunction with the battery supplier and the local 
Fire Service, if the scheme is consented. 

 
RECYCLING  
  
Comment(s) received: 
 
“I would like to know what plans are envisaged for disposal and/or recycling of the materials to be deployed in 
the scheme at the end of their operating life?” 
 
RES response: 
 
The Corshellach Energy Storage Project would use Lithium-ion battery technology which has already been 
deployed on multiple storage projects across the UK and in a wide range of other uses including electric vehicles 
to smartphones.  
 
To support sustainable energy storage, the industry is working hard to establish a circular economy for industrial 
batteries.  It is now widely accepted that lithium cannot remain a ‘throwaway’ material; it must be a circular 
material, recycled and reused indefinitely.  There are current directives to ensure battery producers are 
responsible for minimising harmful effects of waste batteries on the environment and they must accept batteries 
for recycling and disposal at the end of life.   
 
Recovered materials can be used to make new batteries from recycled batteries, reducing manufacturing costs, 
the quantity of materials sent to landfill and our reliance on mining.  As the battery markets grows, we are 
already seeing the number of techniques available for recycling increase. 



LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL  
  
Comment(s) received: 
 
“Screening of structures are a good idea, hopefully to the benefit of the local houses.  As long as the site does 
not expand further.” 
 
“Ensure the site is well screened visually” 
 
RES response: 
 
The site is well contained by the existing woodland to the north and northwest. There is a general fall across the 
site toward the south, leaving it partially exposed to views from this angle. However, there is a patch of 
woodland to the immediate south which will reduce exposure from this direction.  
 
Any views of the scheme will be seen in conjunction with the existing Berryburn Electrical Substation and 
pylons/overhead lines which cross this area, as well as the operational Hill of Glaschyle Windfarm located 
approximately 750m to the northwest of the site.   
  
Additional screening will be proposed in the form of grassed soil bunds, the infilling of hedgerows and new native 
woodland planting which would further reduce potential visibility. Any formal planning application will be 
supported by a detailed Landscape Masterplan.  
  
Given the location of the development in relative isolation from built up areas, the proposed development is 
unlikely to create any significant impacts on the landscape character or visual amenity of the local area and is 
unlikely to change the area’s key landscape characteristics.  
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Comment(s) received: 
 
“Larger scale maps to show location with respect to communities” 
 
“Info gleaned online as couldn’t attend the drop-in session - regarding the actual event itself, more should’ve 
been done to advertise the event” 
 
“More notice of the event.”  
 
“Earlier notification of consultation meeting, wider area of community to be notified.” 
 
RES response: 
 
Newsletters advertising the first consultation event were sent to all properties 
within 2km of the project and an advertisement was also placed in the Forres 
Gazette. 
 
We have taken account of the feedback from the first consultation event and 
for the second consultation event, advertising has also taken place via the 
Finderne Development Trust and the Edinkillie Hall social media. 
 
As presented at the consultation event, we have also produced a site location 
plan showing the proposed scheme in context with neighbouring communities. 

 
 
 
 
 



FLOOD RISK AND DRAINAGE  
  
Comment(s) received: 
 
“Ensure run-off pond is adequate to catch drainage” 
 
RES response: 
 
The site is not located within a flood risk zone. The nearest watercourse is the Stripe of Corshellach to the south, 
which according to the SEPA flood risk map shows a 0.5-10% chance of annual river flooding, though the area 
affected is localised to the watercourse itself.   
  
Aside from this, there are localised areas of surface water flooding within the area, though none of these occur 
within the site boundary.   
  
As part of any full planning application, a Flood Risk Assessment and Surface Water Management Plan will be 
submitted, incorporating sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) best practise principles, to ensure no significant 
impacts are created by the development. Drainage measures will also be incorporated into the construction 
phase as well as any Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) to ensure that the rate of run-off 
during construction will not increase the flood risk beyond the site boundary.   
  
These measures will also include methods to prevent any suspended sediment entering the watercourse 
mentioned above. Once completed, the project will increase the impermeable area slightly due to the 
hardstanding area of the battery compound. A surface water attenuation pond and drainage scheme will 
therefore be incorporated into any final development design, identified through the Surface Water Management 
Plan, to ensure that the risk of flooding on and off site is not increased.   
  
With mitigation measures in place, significant impacts associated with flood risk and surface water are not 
anticipated.  
 
 
 

About RES 
 
RES, a British company, is the world’s largest renewable energy company with operations across Europe, the 
Americas and Asia-Pacific.  At the forefront of renewable energy development for over 40 years, RES has 
developed and/or built more than 23GW of renewable capacity worldwide. 
 
RES has been operating from offices in Glasgow since 1992 employing over 100 people.  RES has the expertise to 
develop, construct and operate projects of outstanding quality such as Scotland’s first utility-scale battery 
storage facility, the 20MW Broxburn Energy Storage facility in Broxburn, West Lothian. 
 

 
 

RES, Third Floor, STV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 1PQ 
If you require information in Braille, large text or audio, please let us know. 
 

www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk 

 



Corshellach Energy Storage System Proposal
Comments Form 

RES believes in meaningful and productive consultation, and we aim to engage early with the local community 
and key stakeholders in order to facilitate constructive consultation. This helps to identify issues and concerns, 
as well as benefits and opportunities, which we can then consider when developing the design of the proposal.

At the Public Exhibition we have presented updated design drawings. Feedback from the local community on 
the updated design is an important part of our pre-application consultation and we would be grateful if you 
could take the time to fill out this comments form with your feedback. The closing date for comments on the 
updated design is 26th May 2023. Comments will still be accepted after this date but may not be considered 
in relation to the design development.

Please note that comments submitted to RES at this time are not representations to the determining 
authority (Moray Council). There will be an opportunity to submit representations to the determining 
authority should an application be made.

1    Corshellach Energy Storage System public exhibition

1.1 How did you find out about our public exhibition?

Newsletter through the door

Advert in local newspaper

Project website – www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk

Word of mouth

Other (please specify)

1.2     Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your knowledge of the proposed Corshellach 
Energy Storage System?

Knew a lot

Knew quite a lot

Knew a little

Knew very little

Knew nothing at all

1.3     Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel you have increased your 
understanding about the proposed Corshellach Energy Storage System?

A lot

Quite a lot

A little

Very little

Nothing at all

http://www.corshellach-energystorage.co.uk/


Corshellach Energy Storage System Proposal
Comments Form 

1.4      Do you have any suggestions for ways in which we could have improved our exhibition?

2    Corshellach Energy Storage System Proposal

2.1     What do you think about the updated design layout of Corshellach Energy Storage System?

I am happy with the proposed layout

I am neutral towards the proposed layout

I have concerns about the proposed layout

Further comments:

2.2     Please provide us with any further suggestions or comments regarding the proposed Corshellach 
Energy Storage System



Corshellach Energy Storage System Proposal
Comments Form 

3 Climate change, energy security and renewables

The below section is optional and designed to help us understand people’s thoughts on how renewables can 
help to tackle climate change and improve energy security.

3.1      Do you agree that we are facing a global climate change emergency?

I strongly agree

I agree

I don’t know

I disagree

I strongly disagree

Further comments:

3.2    Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable sources, and reducing our reliance on fossil 
fuels, can help towards tackling the issue of climate change?

      
I strongly agree

I agree

I don’t know

I disagree

I strongly disagree

Further comments:

3.3     Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable sources will provide greater energy 
independence and security for Scotland?

I strongly agree

I agree

I don’t know

I disagree

I strongly disagree

Further comments:



Corshellach Energy Storage System Proposal
Comments Form 

3.4     Do you agree that we need to develop energy storage projects to create a more stable and secure 
electricity system, supporting the rollout of zero carbon energy?

I strongly agree

I agree

I don’t know

I disagree

I strongly disagree

Further comments:

4    Your details

Please provide your name and contact details below.

Your contact details will be treated by RES with the strictest of confidence, in line with the General Data 
Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2018. We may at times share your contact details, in confidence, with third 
parties who we employ to help process your comments or update you on the project and by providing your 
details below you consent to this. You may write to RES at any time to ask that your contact details be 
removed from our records and from any third parties we work with.

Name

Email

Address

Telephone Number

If you would like to be kept up to date with the project, please tick this box 

When you have completed the comments form, please send by email to carey.green@res-group.com or by 
post to: Corshellach Energy Storage System Project Team, RES, Third Floor, STV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 
1PQ.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this comments form, your feedback is important to us.

mailto:carey.green@res-group.com

